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SUMMARY 
 
The Annual Governance Statement (AGS) assesses compliance with the 
Code of Corporate Governance. The draft statement for 2018/19 is attached 
at Appendix A for challenge and comment. 
 
 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
That the Audit and Governance Committee comment on the attached draft 
AGS. 
 
 

 
REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The council is required to review the effectiveness of its governance 
framework, and prepare an AGS annually. 
 
In the Constitution, it is the responsibility of the Audit & Governance 
Committee to review the AGS prior to approval and to consider whether it 
properly reflects the risk environment and supporting assurances, taking into 
account internal audit’s opinion on the overall adequacy and effectiveness of 
the council’s framework of governance, risk management and control. 
 
 

 
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 
 
To propose alternative arrangements 
 
 

B   O   S   T   O   N 
  B O R O U G H  C O U N C I L  

 

 

 



1. Annual Governance Statement (AGS) 
 
1.1 The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 require local authorities to conduct 

at least annually a review of the effectiveness of their governance framework 
including their systems of internal control. 
 

1.2 This must be documented in an Annual Governance Statement (AGS) and 
prepared in accordance with proper practices, including those set out in the 
Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy (CIPFA) / Society of 
Local Authority Chief Executives (Solace) guidance “Delivering Good 
Governance in Local Government: Framework (2016)”. 

 
1.3 Our draft AGS is attached at Appendix A for comment. 
 
1.4 The Executive Summary sets out the timeline and identifies the key 

improvement areas for the year ahead. 
 
1.5 Section 6 provides an update on progress of the key actions from last year 

and key changes and improvements that have happened since the last AGS. 
 
1.6 The final AGS must be published as part of the audited financial report for 

2018/19 in July 2019. Any comments arising from Audit & Governance 
Committee’s review will be considered and included as appropriate. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no financial implications arising as a result of this report. 

 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

 Local Government Act 1999 

 Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 

 Delivering Good Governance in Local Government: Framework 2016 

 

ANY OTHER IMPLICATIONS 

There are implications across the Council as this relates to corporate governance. 

 
CONSULTATION 
The draft AGS has been reviewed by CMT. 
 

APPENDICES 

Appendices are listed below and attached to the back of the report: - 

APPENDIX A Draft Annual Governance Statement 2018/19 

 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 

No background papers as defined in Section 100D of the Local Government Act 
1972 were used in the production of this report.  
 


